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Dear Beekeepers and Club Members,

These are exciting times for NCBA. First, thank you all for the outpouring
of volunteers to support NCBA's sponsoring and support of MassBee's
Fall Meeting coming November 8th at the Natick ELKS Lodge. Over 25
NCBA folks have volunteered, so thank you for your generous contribution
of time and talent! Check out the MassBee Website for Information.

We look forward to seeing you all on ZOOM next week, October 6th at 7PM
for Amy Musante's evidence -driven presentation on the impact of upper
entrances on winter bee-coloney survival. Look for the Zoom link from Alla
Ostrovsky!

And, if you have any ideas to enhance or expand NCBA's role in
beekeeping, please join us at our next NCBA Board meeting (third Monday
of the Month via Zoom). All are welcome and encouraged to participate.

Your NCBA Board

October 6th NCBA Meeting - ZOOM-ONLY

WHO: All NCBA WHEN: October 6th
Members are invited from 7PM - 9PM
WHAT: Amy WHERE: Zoom Only
Musante,owner of WHY: Amy is a
Musante Farms Apiary . biologist first , applying
presenting her new scientific method and
research on over- biological principles
wintering success and ° to her beekeeping
the impact of upper business.
entrances
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Upcoming Beekeeping Info

MDAR

{MDAR} Northeast Honey Bee Update: Lunch and Learn Series
Lunch and Learn
2025 Northeast Honey Bee Update Lunch and Learn Series
Description
Join the Apiary Inspectors and Extension Faculty from New England and New York states to “Lunch and Learn”
virtually via Zoom Webinars on Fridays from 12:00pm-1:30pm. Attendees will get the opportunity to meet the
dynamic group of Apiary Inspectors and Extension Faculty who support apiculture in our region as well as ask
questions related to honey beekeeping and get advice from the experts in the field. These events are designed to
support the beekeeper journey of ensuring the health, seasonal management and treatment of honey bee colonies.
Bee sure to come prepared with questions to ask the inspectors!

The events are free and open to the public, but pre-registration is required (https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN rR8Q1HvSTGClgQY2zSKqQA#/reqgistration) . Events *will not* bee recorded so BEE THERE or BEE
SQUARE

Bristol County Beekeeper's Association - BUZZLINE

Buzz Line: Ask a Beekeeper - October
When: October 15, 2025 from 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Locatio: Zoom

Bristol County Beekeeper: You are invited to join us for an hour-long open panel with experienced beekeepers
ready to answer your questions and share insights. Gain practical advice on hive management, bee health, and
more while connecting with fellow beekeepers.

Questions submitted prior to our panel will be answered first. Submit your question here: https:/bit.ly/buzz-line-q

No registration is required. Add this to your calendar: https://bit.ly/buzz-li
Join Our Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88521635940
Passcode: 135218
Buzz Line: Ask a Beekeeper - September

i

*

At Home Beekeeping
This is your friendly reminder that the next session in the At Home Beekeeping Series will be Tuesday, September
30, at 6:30 PM CT.

Our speaker will be Dr. Jamie Ellis, Gahan Endowed Professor in the Department of Entomology at the University
of Florida. His topic is ‘Using Nucs in Your Beekeeping Operation.’ You won’t want to miss this presentation!

There are two ways to join us for this free webinar:
Via Zoom (no registration necessary): https:/www.aces.edu/qo/AHBW B
Via Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/LawrenceCountyextension
If you miss the live event, you can find the recorded video on our Facebook page. It will only
be posted for two weeks, so don’t delay! Learn more about this free VIRTUAL series, including
a list of speakers and topics here.
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NCBA BOARD MEMBERS
2025-2026

PRESIDENT
Mhamad Khalil

VICE PRESIDENT
OPEN

TREASURER
Brian McCafferty

RECORDING SECRETARY
Mike Passmore

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Edward Rock

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Amy Musante, Paul Reilly, Archie Acevedo,
Carolyn Holmes

NCBA BEE SCHOOLS:
INTRODUCTORY SCHOOL DIRECTOR
Edward Rock
INTRODUCTORY SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR
Dana Wilson

INTRODUCTORY BEE SCHOOL MENTOR
COORDINATOR
Archie Acevedo

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DIRECTOR &
ADMINISTRATOR
Brian McCafferty

NCBA TECH GURU & CALENDAR
Greg Rushton

APPAREL
OPEN

DOOR PRIZE/RAFFLE
Kara Sullivan

EXTRACTORS
Brianda Younie

MEMBERSHIP/FACEBOOK/GOOGLE
Dana Wilson

LIBRARIAN
Michael Simone

PROGRAMS
Alla Ostrovsky

SCHOLARSHIPS & GRANTS
Paul Reilly

DELEGATION TO MASSBEE
Mhamad Khalil & Mike Passmore

LEGISLATIVE & PESTICIDE
Mohamad Khalil& Michael Simone

AGRICULTURAL DAY AT THE STATEHOUSE
Mike Passmore & Carolyn Holmes
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Our October
ZOOM ONLY
speaker
IS Am ¥
Musante.

h
Her topic will be:
"Preliminary results of a study Iookmg at the impact of
upper entrances over the winter"

Amy Musante is an at-large board member of the NCBA
and the founder of Musante Farm Apiaries. With over 30
years of experience as a biologist specializing in ecology,
animal behavior, and evolutionary bio/ogg she began
her career in the early 90s at the UMASS Entomology
Department. Her passion for biodiversity has driven her
extensive research across academic, government, and
private sectors.

Amy employs a scientific approach to beekeeping,
emphasizing evidence-based management and natural
selection. She exclusively uses queen lines from wild
cut-out colonies that she obtains from her Bee Removal
Service. Amy has never purchased bees (not even a
queen), focusing instead on selectively propagating from
her strongest overwintered colonies that are able to keep
their mites down. She manages 65-100 colonies in order
to maintain genetic diversity and ensure a robust local
population of drones with the genetics proven to thrive in our
challenging New England environment

If you have any questions or would like to connect with
Amy - her website url is: http:/musantefarm.com
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All NCBA members are welcome and encouraged to attend.

SEPTEMBER 15, 2025
7:03 - 7:43 PM.

Attending:

» Mohamad Khalil
* Greg Rushton

* Brian McCafferty
* Ed Rock

* Kara Sullivan

* Paul Reilly

* Margaret Elizondo
* Dave Jolicoeur

* Alla Ostrovsky

* Archie Acevedo
* Michael Simone
* Susan Godwitz

* Bob Martinusso
» Mike Passmore

ALL ARE INVITED

Please remember that
all NCBA members are
welcome at each and
every NCBA Board
Meeting. As a matter
of fact - we encourage
as full a participation by
our membership in the
Board and Committees
as possible.

Board Meetings are
typically held on the third
Monday of each Month.
Just e-mail Tony Lulek
and he will send you
the Zoom Link for the
meeting.
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NCBA Board Minutes
September 15, 2025 - 7:03
PM-7:43 PM

President’s Update - Mo

1 Mo has transferred the NCBA banner
from Tony to Brian, who plans to use it at
the Zoo.

1 The refractometers have gone from Ed to
Mo, who will distribute them to extractor
sites.

1 Sixteen members signed the Mass Bee
Fall Meeting volunteer list, which included
a few Board members. These volunteers
and those from the Genius signup sent by
Mo to the entire club will be sent an email
with further instructions.

Treasurer Update — Brian

1 Money in the bank is sufficient to cover
our expenses and the upfront expenses
of the Mass Bee Fall Meeting until Bee
School and memberships arrive in bulk.

1 Monthly financials were accepted by a
vote of the Board.

Recording Secretary: Minutes — Mike P

0 Minutes from the previous Board
Meeting were accepted by a vote of the
Board.

Corresponding Secretary — Ed

1 Newsletter items due to Ed by September
21 for the newsletter to go out September
25 or 26.

0 Brian will send updates on events at the
state apiary and the BuzzLine, both in
Bristol County.

Committees:

1 Programs - Alla

o0 October - Amy Musante, NCBA Board
member and Cornell Master Beekeeper,
will speak on her research with upper
entrances.

o November — Kim Mehalick, EAS Speaker
and Master Beekeeper, topic TBD.

o December - Holiday party, and we will
also have a speaker, but no details at this
time.

0 Beginner Bee School - Ed/Dana

o Dana communicated to Mo that 17
students have signed up so far.

o Ed will email volunteers asking if format
or presentation changes are desired.

[ Intermediate Bee School — Brian

o No report.

[ Extractors — Brianda

o Message to Mo was that there are no
issues.

[ Library — Michael S

o Nothing to report.

1 Door Prizes - Kara

o Message to Mo was that last month’s
winners have been contacted but no
response yet.

1 Website — Greg

0 2026 Membership and Bee School
functions have been enabled.

o Wedding donation page is up but
wedding has passed. Page will still be
useful.

1 Membership - Facebook — Google
Groups - Dana

o Per a message to Mo, 78 members have
renewed, 35 members have purchased 57
queens, and Aggie room rental is up to
date.

1 Bee Apparel - Brian

o Nothing to report.

[ Calendar Committee — Greg

o Nothing to report.

1 Scholarships and Grants — Brian/Paul

o Paul will take responsibility from Brian,
and Greg will grant Paul Access.

o A subcommittee will vote on recipients
as usual.

Old Business:

1 Swarm Application — Mo - There have
been limited signups. Mo would like to
see half the club signed up, but he’ll wait
until spring to encourage it.

[ Mass Bee Fall Meeting — Ed

0 Mo said that Ed Symanski will have
Mass Bee volunteers to assist our club

members.
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o Ed reminded us of the 10am meeting on September 25
at the Natick Elks Club.

o Brian will handle sandwich arrangements with Market
Basket and figure out soup options.

1 Bylaws - Michael S - Suggestions from two Board
members have been incorporated. Revised

draft will be circulated after this meeting for a vote later.
1 Logo Approval — Mo — Mo asked Brian not to contact
T-shirt providers until we have sorted out

our logo.

New Business:

1 Pondville Correctional Center — Susan Goldwitz -

o Since the program’s successful implementation,
Susan has maintained 2 hives at Pondville, and next
year or the following year there could be a transition

of other hives from Best Bee when their one-year pilot
program expires.

o Susan would like to facilitate a limited bee school for
perhaps 8-10 inmates.

o Susan will need assistance in the form of money and
people. It was mentioned that we have the Jan Daniels
Scholarship. Mo asked Susan to let us know how we
can help.

1 Scholarship Amount for Queen Rearing Course — Brian
- Brian noticed that the NCBA 50% scholarship has not
kept pace with the cost of Bob Hickey’s workshop. Greg
will check with Bob about any planned increases in the
spring, then we will vote to increase our scholarship
amount.

1 Summer Picnic — Mo — After the Mass Bee Fall Meeting
Mo would like to concentrate on planning a club picnic.
Margaret suggested it last year, but it was too late to

do adequate planning. We will look into dates and sites
soon so we can book and publicize.

1 Mass Bee Fall Meeting Volunteer T-Shirts — Mo — Mo
would like to thank all event volunteers (and make

them visible) by giving them a T-shirt to wear for the
occasion. The logo will not be our official logo which

is still undecided, but it will be distinctive and good-
looking. Mo suggested buying 40 shirts, 20 to be given
to volunteers and 20 to be sold for $22 each to help us
almost break even. A motion to this effect was accepted
by a vote of the Board.

1 Soap Making Class for Christmas - Brian - Brian
asked if we should schedule another round of classes
with Molly’s Apothecary. Last year the 2 Beginner and 1
Advanced classes were very popular. The Board asked
Brian to check with Molly’s and get back to us for a vote
next month. Brian suggested that we charge $5 extra
because we lose close to that amount on every
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transaction fee. Mo said okay as long as we don’t make
any money on it.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:43 PM

If you have any anecdotes or resources, please share
with erock0616@gmail.com

i

Who's getting a Fall Harvest
of Honey This Year?

Send a Note to Ed Rock (erock0616@gmail.
com) with some pictures of your Honey Frames
and buckets of honey and your extraction
process!

i
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2025 k. |
Nucs ¢ Queens if— " f

Av ai l a b l e Stay Local, Support Local, Buy Local

We sell everything a
beekeeper needs!

NortheastBees.com

Full Hives Setups Pollen Patties w/real
. . Hive Kits & Starter Kits ~ Protein
Archie Acevedo 0 Franklin Massachusetts All Woodenware Honey Jars

Frames Bee packages, NUCs,
F ) Queens

Nucs and Queens are our specialty. Nucs are oundation Medications &

the easiest way for beginners to establish new Feeders _ Treatments

hives. We don't cut any corners. gré);ractwe Clothing & Onsite mentoring

The nucs that we sell you are the same as those Hive Tools And more

that we produce for ourselves.

All of our nucs are Massachusetts raised and You name it! I can build it!

overwintered in our Medway, and Franklin
bee yards. These are not southern-raised

nucs. All queens have been reared from our
overwintered northern stock and are better

I'm not only a Craftsman, also a Beekeeper
All wood is from a local mill
All pricing is less than or competitive

adapted to the New England climate. Each year All woodenware nailed, gcrewed & glued
our breeder stock is tested through a winter by hand - no nail guns
prior to grafting.

www.barkersbeehives.com
barkersbeehives@gmail.com

Our “nucs” are 5-frame mini-hives comprised of a
508) 797-7412
marked queen, her daughters, ( )
pollen, nectar, and honey. ﬁ barkersbeehives
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690 George Washington Highway,

) Lincoln, RI1 02865
401-305-2355
Online Store: woodsbees.com

BEEKEEPING
SUPPLY & ACADEMY OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK!

Proud to be a
Mann Lake Top Tiered Distributor
stocking a large inventory of their products.

S
"

Protective Wear, Bee Tools, Beekeeping Kits
Unassembled, Assembled and Painted Woodenware
Years of Beekeeping Experience!

Looking forward to serving all of your beekeeping
needs!
To answer questions:
info@woodsbees.com
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Boston Honey Company Nucs

We are offering our standard nucs for the 2025 season, these come with established queens, 5
frames, and a jester box. All our nucs are inspected by the state bee inspector and our nucs are
guaranteed by us. Our Queen stock is grafted from Breeder Queens raised and selected by Mike
Palmer of French Hill Apiaries.

Five frame Nuc with unmarked queen. Bee stock is a mix of Carniolan/Buckfast and (POL-LINE)
Italian stock. Minimum of 3 frames sealed brood (avg. 4), all 5 frames drawn out. No frame
exchanges. All Nucs come in Jester plastic corrugated boxes that are reusable.

Standard Pricing is : $215.00
All Club Members use code: “ClubDiscount”
Club Price 5 Frame Nuc: $205.00

Quantity Discounts are available for group purchases:

Buy 10+ $15.00 OFF

$20.00 OFF

Buy 50+ $25.00 OFF

We also offer bulk honey for those who are looking to
supplement their honey crops if they had a short year. We
have our Northeast wildflower honey available in 5 gallon
buckets for only $270 at $4.50 per pound!

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me using
my info below and I’'m more than happy to share more
information about our bees, beekeeping practices, quick
lessons on how to install a nuc, a package, and more.

Best,
Evan

Email: evan@bostonhoneycompany.com
Phone #: 774-217-0000
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LOCALLY

%‘ P LJ N PRE ORDER i
_—
. for in parson piﬂlmp N

at the 5/5 NCBA
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WHOLESOME PRODUCTS rnEE-ting! "LIMITED

MADE BY HAND IN
CANTON, MA WITH

QUALITY INGREDIENTS

Pare Maple Syrap
2.5 Fluid Oz ‘

5 Fluid Oz

12 Fluid Oz

16 Fluid Oz

1O0O% Beeswax Candles
Beshive (~1.501)

Turtle w/bee (~3 oz)
Elephant (~4 oz)

All Naiural Soap
Small (2-3 oz) g
Large (3+ oz) @

( l'nlui e Balm
.5 oz Lip Balm
4oz Butcher Block Care

Spun Sugar (Collon
Candyv)

.5 oz Organic Maple, Honey

1 oz Organic Maple, Honey

FOR THE PRICE LIST, INCREDIENTS
AND QORDERS CONTACT.
LINDSAYMCSHARRY2GMAIL.COM

QUANTITIES®
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For details . please eall (308) 587 - 2388

| ~-~ eMail: WetlandsApiary@gmail.com
% Website: WetlandsApiary.com
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Bee Keeping Online Resources

*American Bee Journal - Beekeeping
Resources, Research and Articles - https:/
americanbeejournal.com/

*‘American Beekeeping Federation
- Membership Organization with great resources
and educational opportunities - https://abfnet.
org/resources-for-beekeepers/

*Auburn University Extension -
Agriculture and Beekeeping related webinars
and resources - https://www.facebook.com/
LawrenceCountyextension/

‘At Home Beekeepers Series -
Auburn University Extension Service - https:/
www.aces.edu/blog/topics/bees-pollinators/at-
home-beekeeping-series/

‘Bee Conservancy - Resources for
beekeepers & supporting Pollinators - https:/
thebeeconservancy.org/10-ways-to-save-the-
bees/

‘BeeCounted website accesses all the
broodminder data (you don’t need the sensors)
rolling in so you can see nectar flow in your
geography https:/beecounted.org/map

‘BetterBee Beekeeping supply vendor with
some nice “how to videos and resources- https:/
www.betterbee.com/instructions-and-resources/

home.asp
‘Bee Informed Partnership

Beekeeping Blog - hitps://beeinformed.org/blog
«Cornell University Beekeeping
Courses and Resources - https://ecornell.
cornell.edu/certificates/beekeeping/
*Dadant Beekeeping supply vendor with
some nice “how to videos and resources- htips:/
www.dadant.com/learn/

‘Eastern Apicultural Society -
Membership organization for beekeepers in the
Eastern United States - resources, education,
conferences and research for beekeepers -
https://easternapiculture.org/

‘Honeybee Health Coalition -
resources and education for beekeepers
- https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/focus-on-
forage/

‘Honeybee Net - a great resource
presented by NASA at the Goddard Space Flight
Center website - https://honeybeenet.gsfc.nasa.
gov/Honeybees.htm

‘Honey Bee Suite - a neat online
resources of articles, blog posts and - https:/
www.honeybeesuite.com/

‘Mann Lake Blog news, information, and
beekeeping techniques - many product related -
https://www.mannlakeltd.com/blog/

‘Massachusetts Apiary Program,
hive inspections, information, support - https://
WWW.mass.gov/apiary-program-honey-bees

‘Massachusetts Beekeepers
Association - Resources and Programming
for MA Beekeepers - NCBA is part of the state

organization - https://www.massbee.org/
‘Norfolk County Beekeepers

Association - https://www.norfolkbees.org/

‘North Carolina State University
Apiculture Program - Resources,
Educational Opportunities and Data to inform
your beekeeping https:/www.ncsuapiculture.net/

‘North Carolina State University
Apiary Lab Beekeeping resources, videos,
and more- https://www.ncsuapiculture.net/
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‘Northeastern Integratea
Management Center - Hosts monthly
Zoom workshops on a variety of topics on pest
management in beekeeping - https://www.
northeastipm.org/ipm-in-action/the-ipm-toolbox/
bee-breeding-and-ipm-for-better-pollinator-health/

‘PennState Extension - Beekeeper and
Pollinator Resources - https://extension.psu.edu/
insects-pests-and-diseases/pollinators/beekeeping

‘Planet Bee.org - Resources about
pollinators, pollen providers, and bee friendly
plantings - https:/beescape.psu.edu

*Pollinator.org is a resource for
ecoregional planting guides for pollinators - https://

w.pollinator.org/quides

*Randy Oliver’s Scientific
Beekeeping website - research, resources,
and data to inform better beekeeping - https:/
scientificbeekeeping.com/

‘University of Massachusetts Bee
Lab - Pollinator Resources - https://ag.umass.
edu/resources/pollinators

‘University of Minnesota Bee Lab

- featuring the work of Marla Spivak and others
- data and research to inform your beekeeping -
https://beelab.umn.edu/

‘USDA Bee Disease Diagnosis 60+
page PDF - https://www.ars.usda.gov/is/np/
honeybeediseases/honeybeediseases.pdf

‘USDA Bee Disease Diagnosis
Service - https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-
area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-
research-center/bee-research-laboratory/docs/
bee-disease-diagnosis-service/

‘USDA National Agricultural Library
Apiculture and Beekeeping resources
- hitps://www.nal.usda.gov/animal-health-and-

elfare/beekeeping

The Norfolk Bee October 2025

‘Washington State University
Honeybee and Pollinator Program
- Resources and new research for beekeepers -
https://bees.wsu.edu/

It is my hope to have NCBA
members “YOU ALL” share any

online Beekeeping references

and resources you know if...and

continually update this list as a once-

a-month reference for all members.

Thanks in advance for sharing any
resources you have that are your “Go

To’s” for beekeeping.

Ed Rock
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